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	Join Your Sisters from Across the Americas in Denver this June 24-26, 2005!
Invite a new Zontian to join you at our upcoming District 7 Conference in Cape Girardeau, Missouri September 30-October 2, 2005! You can ride the magic bus across the district, too!
E-mail:

lfj@globalvisionstrategies.com

We’re on the Web!

www.zontadistrict7.org

	Area Meetings are off to a great start…
District 7 is doing some wonderful things! I had the opportunity to visit our sisters in Areas 6 and 1 the past few weeks, and have learned much about what is going on in each region. Let’s look at each area in more depth.
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Area 6, which includes Cape Girardeau, Jefferson City, St. Charles, and St. Louis clubs, is hard at work on spring and summer projects. St. Charles supported a quiet shelter in nearby Warren County, by holding a paper goods drive and bringing women’s business clothing and toiletries out to the shelter as well. The shelter has shared a Wish List with St. Charles, so anyone interested in helping out is welcome to make contact with St. Charles to see what is needed. St. Louis held their annual Zonta Fashion Show and Yellow Rose Award Luncheon on March 19, 2005, and had a full house. St. Louis sister Sharon Carmody was surprised with a recognition of her 40 years in Zonta. Cape Girardeau has taken a cue from sisters in Jefferson City, and now both are holding annual Women of Achievement events, attracting community participation, new members, and solid press and advertisers. 
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The Area 6 meeting was held in Jefferson City this year, and the club made every effort to create an event that sisters will remember for years to come. Friday evening, March 4, we were invited to a local winery for fun and a great view of the city high atop a bluff. On Saturday, their focus was on Advocacy and Legislative Awareness, starting with a remarkable private tour of the state capitol building, complete with our own tour guide and a meeting with a local state senator. After lunch, they had a speaker from the Missouri Coalition Against Domestic Violence and a seminar on the legislative process, conducted by Zontian Liz Ziegler, who is the ED of the Missouri Office of Prosecution Services. I think I can speak for all in attendance when I say we each learned many new things that day. Thank you, Jefferson City, for putting together such a wonderful Area meeting for us all…
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Then, last weekend, it was my pleasure to head up north to our sisters in Jamestown, North Dakota, where the Area 1 meeting was scheduled from Friday evening April 1 through Saturday afternoon, at Jamestown College. I flew up Thursday evening, and was met by sister Laurel Haroldson, a pharmacist in Jamestown. She and her husband Tom welcomed me into their home, and Laurel took me on a tour to visit the famed albino buffalo White Cloud, who was nowhere to be found, despite some diligent searching on our part. Friday morning, I was a guest lecturer in economics and international business at Jamestown College, at the invitation of sister Mary Reed, who teaches MIS there. I had lunch with a former YWPA winner, along with several other students and teachers. That Friday evening, a wine and cheese reception was held at the Buffalo museum, complete with tepee and lots of history and artifacts. Saturday morning began with a frank discussion of District 7 funds and membership goals to offset a possible dues increase to cover scholarships for YWPA and Jane Klausman winners. We know what we have to do, right, ladies?

A Zonta sister from the Jamestown club gave a terrific presentation on Peace Poles, and how she’s gone many miles in search of them. I learned there is a Peace Garden in North Dakota on the US/Canada border, where visitors can wander and learn more…Then we went to Jamestown’s own ZONTA PARK!! Yes, they really have a park in our name, and we visited and listened to how it came to be. The old cupola from the original city hall now sits in the middle of the park, restored and painted a warm, sunny Zonta yellow. Back for lunch, and then we had a workshop from Red Cross Zonta sisters on the status of HIV/AIDS, and learned how much we still didn’t know about the epidemic. We closed the meeting with a breakout into smaller groups, to discuss local club strategies for membership, retention, and recruitment. Many clubs share similar patterns and concerns, and putting them out in the open for all to address was a worthwhile endeavor. We need to do more of this, and I hope to facilitate that process across the district, with your help!

This week, I head west to Kansas, for the Area 5 meeting. I am looking forward to visiting the clubs there, and then head north next week to Minneapolis, for the Area 3 meeting. The next newsletter will have details about those two meetings, along with photos, too.

MAGIC BUS??? There may be a bus coming your way, to pick you up along the way to Cape Girardeau this fall. The Jamestown club has been looking into renting a bus to come down for District Conference this September 30-October 2, and many Zontians were interested in the prospect of being able to visit with other sisters along the way. We may have to schedule the Sunday morning activities a bit earlier than traditional scheduling allowed, in order to accommodate the bus’ departure, so our sisters can get back to work in good time after Conference!! We will keep you posted.
Eleven Clubs Submit YWPA Winners for D7 Consideration
I am proud to report that eleven clubs sent in applications for the District 7 YWPA scholarship opportunity. District chairman Louise Davis, of the Zonta Club of Kansas City I, is now reviewing these. The clubs that sent applications are: Aberdeen, Austin Area, Breckenridge-Wahpeton, Cape Girardeau, Jamestown, Johnson County, Kansas City II, Mankato, St. Cloud, St. Louis, and Topeka. Congratulations to both the applicants and the clubs who made the time to identify and support them. Good luck to you all, and thank you, Louise, for your work in this area. Our D7 winner, when selected, will go on to the international competition through Zonta International.

Membership Moment
Zonta is an organization celebrating 85 years in existence. What does this mean other than a very special achievement? It means that we are challenged by organizational dynamics that have changed along with the times in those 85 years of Zonta activity. It means that clubs which were formed many years ago must take a long, strong look at their inner workings, their processes, their projects, and decide who and what they are today, in 2005. Being a United Nations NGO (Non-Governmental Organization) carries with it great prestige, and great responsibility. We make serious commitments to UNIFEM, CARE, and other agencies and organizations which match our mission, that of advancing the status of women WORLDWIDE. We do these things on a global, regional, and local level. Now I challenge each club to talk about their achievements and their goals, and open up for discussion some delicate issues surrounding membership numbers, project relevance, commitment to ZIF projects, and general assessments of public awareness of your club, etc. Club presidents, membership chairs, your Area Directors stand ready to serve you in this exploration capacity, as do I, your governor. Meet with your club boards, and decide how to raise these issues and assess your club’s status and needs. In the coming months, your district board will be working with me to create some templates and other useful tools we will download to the D7 website for your use and we will welcome your improvements to them!
Call to District Conference
Please plan now to attend our Fall Conference, in Cape Girardeau, this Friday, September 30- Sunday, October 2, 2005 in Southeast Missouri.
The host committee in Cape is hard at work with me to bring you the best possible District Conference, full of fun, learning, sharing, and growing. Watch this summer for your call to conference, and begin making plans now to go with a friend, share a room, or stop over in St. Louis or St. Charles and visit with sisters there, too, around your trip! If you don’t want to drive or fly, watch for more information on our MAGIC BUS![image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]









